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CO-CHAIRS’ CORNER 
 

If you haven’t visited Finlandia Gardens recently, we en-
courage you to stop by for a stroll. All the colors of the 
blooms and the bright greens of the new growth are rejuve-
nating. 
 

There is something healing and therapeutic about digging 
in the dirt, and the care it takes to plant and tend to a gar-
den. It’s amazing when you think about it. The dirt, some 
sunshine and a little moisture supply everything a plant 
needs to grow and thrive. It is actually very simple to gar-
den but, like anything else, it just takes a little effort 
(inertia) to get the process started. 
 

If you are a vegetable gardener, there is also the reward of 
the produce to look forward to. Growing our own food is 
infinitely rewarding. Just the knowledge that the fruits and 
veggies are free of chemicals and have gone directly from 
your hands to the dinner table brings satisfaction. 
 

Gardening takes great patience. The 
weeds can get overwhelming. Bugs 
like aphids, beetles and mites can 
invade and threaten. Weather can 
be a challenge, sometimes bringing 
extended periods of drought or the 
surprise frosty mornings in late 
spring and early fall. And, of 
course, there are the deer and bun-
nies who enjoy dining on those 
fresh greens and buds. Gardens to 
them must look like a nicely curat-
ed salad to nibble on! 
 

Still, the beauty and end result is 
worth it. A well-tended garden 
brings joy both to the gardener and 

the passing admirer. We express our thanks to David 
Sharpe and all the volunteers who tend to FCA’s beautiful 
gardens. 
 

With gratitude, 
        
Roger Wanttaja and Christine Manninen 
Co-chairs, Board of Trustees 
 

 

FINNISH CENTER  
ASSOCIATION 

 

Hours of Operation 
 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
11:00 am - 3:00 pm 

(248) 478-6939 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

AUGUST 

Monday, August 8 Scholarship 6 pm 
Wed., August 10 Board Meeting 6:30 pm 
Saturday, August 13 Rental 
Saturday, August 20  Rental 
Thursday, August 25 Poker 10 am - 6pm 
Friday, August 26 Poker 10 am - 6 pm 
Saturday, August 27 Outdoor Gift Shop 
Saturday, August 27 Poker 6:30 pm - 2 am 
Sunday, August 28 Poker 6:30 pm - 2 am 
 
SEPTEMBER 
Friday, Sept. 2  Office Closed 
Monday, Sept. 5 Office Closed 
Thursday, Sept. 8 FCA Bakers - 9 am 
Saturday, Sept. 10 Flea Market & Craft  
   Show - 10 am-4 pm 
Wednesday, Sept. 14 Joint Board Meeting - 
   6:30 pm 
Friday, Sept. 16 Buffet 4:30 - 7:30 pm 
Saturday, Sept. 17 Rental 
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SUNSHINE  
LADY 

 
 
 
 

Sending get-well cards, thinking-of-
you cards, words-of-encouragement 
cards to members. 
 
This little-known function has been 
around for many years, and can only 
be accomplished when I am notified 
that someone needs a card. Send or 
call your card requests to the attention 
of the “Sunshine Lady” at the FCA. 

 
Thank you,  
Eunice Potti Gould 
 
 

 

UPCOMING POKER DATES 

August 25-28 

Thursday, August 25  10 am - 6 pm 
Friday, August 26 10 am - 6 pm 
Saturday, August 27 6:30 pm - 2 am 
Sunday, August 28  6:30 pm - 2 am 

 
October 27-30 

 

Thursday, October 27 10 am - 6 pm 
Friday, October 28 10 am - 6 pm 
Saturday, October 29 6:30 pm - 2 am 
Sunday, October 30 6:30 pm - 2 am 
 
If you are available to volunteer for a 
full or half shift (no special skills re-
quired), please contact Ilona Takakura 
at (734) 228-8225 or via email at 

rccilona@hotmail.com 

RECEPTIONISTS WANTED 
 

The FCA is needing volunteers to 
help in the front office answering the 
phone and a few related tasks. This 
will entail a Monday, Wednesday, or 
Friday from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. 
 

It’s a pleasant job with people coming 
and going … some walk-ins with rent-
al questions, others with memorial 
checks for members who have passed 
on and still others just want to say 
“Hello” and meet and greet others. 
Friendly folks! Some may want to 
make a purchase from our gift shop. 
Not difficult yet semi-social camara-
derie with a receptionist smile. 
 

 
Please contact  

Paul Rajala 
prajala@comcast.net 

OUTDOOR GIFT SHOP 
 

Saturday, August 27 
10 am - 2 pm 

 

Meet me on the patio outside  
by the Lounge.  

Enjoy shopping, visiting the gardens  
and meeting friends old and new.  

 
Janet Suomi 



MEMORIALS 
 

In memory of Roy Nerg of Chassell, MI (6/14/22)  
a donation has been made by Donna & Robert Tice.  

 
When making a memorial donation, you may direct 
it toward a specific fund. The funds available are: 
FCA General Fund, Library, Scholarship, Hoijakat 
Folk Dancers, Drama Club, Finn Weavers, Garden 
Club, Soittoniekat/FinnFolk Musicians and Finnish 
American Singers. If a donation is undesignated, it 
goes to the General Fund for expenses of the Finn-
ish Center. The family of the deceased may direct 
undesignated donations toward a specific fund (up 
to one year after date of death). 
 

Please make your check out to the Finnish Center 
Association and send donations to: FCA, 35200 W. 
Eight Mile Rd., Farmington Hills, MI  48335. You 
may also direct your donation toward the Elders’ 
Housing, but then your check must be made out to 
FCA Senior Housing. Memorial donations can now 
be made online on our revised FCA website;  

finnishcenter.org. 
 

Please include full name, address, dates of death and 
birth of the deceased as well as the name and ad-
dress of the next of kin to whom the acknowledg-
ment card is to be mailed. 
 

If you know of a member, parent or child of a mem-
ber who is passed away, please contact the FCA. 
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SCHOLARSHIP 
COMMITTEE 

 
 
 

This fall the Scholarship Committee will process 
scholarships for academic year 2022-2023. Anyone 
interested in serving in the Scholarship Committee is 
welcome to attend a re-organization meeting on Mon-
day, August 8, at 6 pm at the FCA. 
 
We welcome current Scholarship Committee mem-
bers as well as new volunteers. If you are unable to 
attend but are interested, please contact Ilona Takaku-
ra at rccilona@hotmail.com.  We need to appoint the 
Scholarship Committee Chair, Co-Chair, a Secretary, 
and a number of other committee members.  
 
Scholarship Committee functions under the Education 
Committee, and reports to Education Chair as well as 
the FCA Board of Trustees. In general Scholarship 
Committee members will not be able to grant scholar-
ships to their own children, grandchildren, spouses, 
self or any other excluded category of close relatives. 
 
Ilona Takaura 
Education Committee Chair 
 

NATIONAL PARKS TRAVELOGUE 
with Ed O’Brien and Lynda Mitgutsch 

Sunday, October 23 
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JAMES N. KURTTI 
by Neil Lehto 

 

James N. Kurtti retired as director of the Finnish American Heritage 
Center at Finlandia University in Hancock in April 2021.  
 

He has had busy year since then.  
 

He continued to facilitate the Center’s pending archive donations 
pledged from across the country, served as honorary consul for Finland, 
sold copies of his delightful Finnish-American cookbook, and most re-
cently made a trip to Finland to meet with honorary consul from across 
the United States and with Finnish government leaders.  
 

Kurtti, age 64, studied two years at Suomi College – now known as Finlandia University. He received a Min-
istry of Education scholarship enabling him to study at Helsinki University (1977-1978). For a nineteen-year-
old boy from a small Upper Peninsula village, the experience was totally life changing.  
 

‘From the first day, I was smitten with all things Finnish,” he said. “For one I had the wonderful opportunity 
to get acquainted with my three great aunts living in Kuusamo, as well as many of my father’s 160 first cous-
ins and their families. To this day, I am as close to some of these relatives as my own siblings.”  
 

Inspired by his year of study in Finland, Kurtti returned to complete his education at the University of Minne-
sota with a double major in social work and Finnish studies. Two weeks after graduating, he landed a social 
work job at the Houghton County Juvenile Court. Within two years, he was juvenile court administrator.  
 

After 18 years in the court system, Finlandia University President Robert Ubbelohde offered him the director-
ship of the Finnish American Heritage Center as well as editorship of the Finnish American Reporter, a 
monthly English language newspaper for North American Finns. In 2008, at the retirement of Ubbelohde, 
Kurtti was appointed honorary consul for the Upper Peninsula. (Note: Increasingly honorary consuls are in-
volved in promoting Finnish business in the U.S.) 
 

Honorary consuls take care of their tasks on a part-time basis without remuneration. They provide guidance 
and advice to Finnish nationals visiting the United States. Kurtti said he was quite busy locating and assisting 
Finnish nationals during the height of the Covid-19 pandemic. Honorary consuls are not involved in visa or 
other immigration matters.  
 

Tastes of Finnish America – Foods that Make Us Smile is a quirky 53-page cookbook of Cop-
per Country summertime recipes and history collected by Kurtti, illustrated by Finnish pho-
tographer Timo Villanen and published by Juha Vidgren in 2018. Copies are available at Fin-
landia University’s North Winds Books - https://bookstore.finlandia.edu/collections/
finnish-history-and-culture - for $15, as well as many Upper Peninsula and Finnish-
American retailers. Copies of the book were available from Amazon. Noteworthy is its 
$52.16 price.  
 

There is, unsurprisingly, a pasty recipe. 
 

“Undoubtedly, the pasty is the premiere cultural food of the Copper Country, barring none,” Kurtti wrote. 
“When Calumet’s annual Pasty Festival created their mascot—a person in a life-sized pasty costume—and 
named him Toivo, the Cousin Jacks (the Cornish) put down their collective foot and reclaimed the pasty as 
their own. All in good fun a local Finn was quoted as saying, “The Cornish brought the pasty, but the Finn 
made them taste good,” perhaps making reference to the addition of rutabaga, a staple of traditional Nordic 
diets, and another sticking point in the great, but light-hearted pasty debate.”  
 

Toward the end of the cookbook is a recipe for Kropsu. “ ‘A beloved child has many names,’ or so the old 
Finnish folk saying goes,” Kurtti wrote. “So it is with kropsu, also commonly known as pannukakku - as well 
as the variants ropsu and pannari.”  
           (continued on page 5) 

https://bookstore.finlandia.edu/collections/finnish-history-and-culture
https://bookstore.finlandia.edu/collections/finnish-history-and-culture
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James N. Kurtti (continued from page 4) 
 
Kurtti recently returned from his 14th trip to Fin-
land, where he met with honorary consul from 
across the United States and top Finnish govern-
ment officials, who he said were quite enthusiastic 
about the country’s decision to join the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization. While there, he was 
able to re-visit Kuusamo, which he noted is just 
eight miles from Russia.  

FUTURE OF TAPIOLA APARTMENTS 
 

Results are in from the recent FCA membership vote!  
The Board of Trustees of the FCA Senior Citizens 
Housing Corporation created a committee in 2021 to 
explore the long-term future of our Tapiola Apart-
ments, which sit on the property adjoining the FCA. 
The committee was asked to consider our renters and 
the long-term preservation of Finnish-American herit-
age and culture.  
 

After extensive research, the committee recommended 
gifting the Tapiola Apartments, LLC to Finlandia 
Foundation National (FFN), the most important source 
of support for Finnish culture in the United States. The 
committee also recommended that Tapiola Apartments, 
LLC not be sold to developers but held by FFN as an 
asset to support Finnish-American heritage and culture 
today and for future generations. 
 

The FCA membership voted overwhelmingly in favor 
of this proposal, which will now move forward. The 
renovations and improvements to Tapiola Apartments 
are also in the final stages and will be completed later 
this summer.  
 
The Board of Trustees of the FCA Senior Citizens 
Housing Corporation trust that this solution will best 
serve our tenants and members, and preserve our herit-
age for many years to come. 

FLEA MARKET 
CRAFT SHOW 

BAKE SALE 
 

Saturday, September 10 
10 am - 4 pm 

 

If you are interested in a table, please email us at 
the FCA finnishcenter@gmail.com or call the Finn-
ish Center at (248) 478-6939. You can also contact 
co-chair Mary O’Brien at (248) 895-3231.  

 
This year we would like to add a 
bake sale. If you can contribute 
baked goods, please give us a call. 
The bake sale is always a highlight 
of this event. Nothing better than 
homemade! 

 
New this year is a food truck! 
Mike Grant from Touch of Class 
catering will be serving hot dogs 
and hamburgers as well.  
 
We hope you will be able to join in us and that you 
find a few treasures. 
 
Co-chairs, 
Mary O’Brien 
Suzi Grant 

BOTTLE HOUSE MUSEUM 
 
Paul and Nancy Rajala were on road trip with 
friends and made a visit to the Bottle House in Ka-
leva, MI. Construction began in 1871 by John J. 
Makinen and was completed in 1942. Over 60,000 
pop bottles were used from his business, the 
Northwestern Bottling Works. Unfortunately, 
John passed away in 1941 before his family 
moved into it. The house is now a museum. 
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 “HAPPY JUHANNUS” GATHERING  
AT THE FINNISH CENTER 

 
More than 50 folks - members with their families and friends--came to the Finnish Center on Saturday, June 
25, to celebrate Juhannus. The weather was perfect for an evening outdoor event. People enjoyed getting to-
gether again after dealing with more than two years of COVID-19. Those of you who weren’t able to attend - 
you were missed. 
 

The event began with a delicious dinner, prepared by the crew of Michael’s Touch of Class.  Some ate in the 
Lounge, others enjoyed the lovely weather outdoors on the patio. The menu included hot dogs, hamburgers, 
vegetarian pasta alfredo, green salad, and cake for dessert, and the bar was open.  Inside or out, lots of visiting 
was going on.   

 

A special cake was presented to Ruth Ojala, who is retiring from volunteering at the Finn-
ish Center to live in the UP. Well-wishers signed a card for her, and shared her beautifully
-decorated, delicious cake.  KIITOS for all you’ve done here at the Finnish Center, Ruth! 
 

The kokko/bonfire was lighted in the new fire ring on the south side of the parking lot, 
near the gazebo.  FinnFolk played as people sat around the bonfire enjoying the music. 
 

Other activities were available:  the Gift Shop was open; people wandered through Finlandia Gardens; and the 
pasty bakers had been busy so people could buy frozen pasties to take home. 
 

MANY people volunteered their time and talents to create this pleasant evening… KIITOS to all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vickie Kimler 
Frank Gottberg 

Co-Chair Kathryn Hill 

Ilona Takakura Co-Chair Louise Hartung Ilona Takakura 

FinnFolk 

Photos courtesy of  
Glenn Kujansuu 
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FINNISH AMERICAN SINGERS 
 
Individual members of the Finnish American Singers 
of Michigan have probably faced many of the same 
challenges that readers here have faced, especially 
during the past few years. Covid threatened the health 
of singers and their families, certainly impacting the 
choir when the FCA was closed and gatherings for 
practice or concerts were ultimately put on hold. Choir 
members have been impacted by changes in their work 
environments due to building shutdowns, necessitating 
often longer hours, changes in work location, or possi-
bly even facing job elimination. Severe illness with 
long-time repercussions have affected some members' 
ability to sing as well as curtailed their movements 
beyond their homes. We have experienced the chal-
lenges of coping with and supporting those with men-
tal health problems. We have been saddened at the 
loss of members to death, but have rejoiced in their 
lives and in our connection to them. 
 
Music is the moonlight in the gloomy night of life.  

- John Paul Friedrich Richter  
 

Our numbers have dwindled, yet we have hope the 
choir may continue.  It may look different than in past 
years, but encouraging and supporting the enjoyment 
of music as well as Finnish culture is what we are all 
about! After a summer meeting, the choir decided to 
begin practices again in September, planning for a free 
concert in November. We will take advantage of the 
better acoustics at Emmanuel Lutheran Church on 7 
Mile Rd for both practices and concert. 
 
A succinct summation of a Feb, 2021 study in Finland 
published online titled “Beneficial effects of choir 
singing on cognition and well-being of older adults: 
Evidence from a cross-sectional study” indicates 
choir participation helps older adults in various ways.   

“In healthy older adults, regular choir singing is as-
sociated with better verbal flexibility. Long-standing 
choir activity is linked to better social engagement 
and more recently commenced choir activity to bet-
ter general health.”  
 
If you have thought about joining our ranks, but have 
hesitated, now would be an outstanding time to 
come!  We need strong singers, not perfect ones.  
We need people that can blend with our smaller 
numbers, not necessarily soloists.  We need ALL 
voices; sopranos, altos, tenors and basses.  We want 
singers who love to make music!  

 
 
If you have any questions, 
please contact Paul Rajala 
(choir treasurer) who is often at 
the FCA or Katy Koskela, 
choir president via email at 

kakoskela@hotmail.com 
 
   

PASTY MAKING FELLOWSHIP 
 

One aspect of the pasty-baking events that we have 
regularly at the FCA is the fellowship that we experi-
ence as we produce hundreds of this historical re-
minder of the Finnish immigrants to the mining com-
munities of the upper Midwest.  For sure, the pasties 
we make are important for the fundraising effort of 
our organization. But the volunteers also enjoy the 
opportunity to work alongside others and get to 
know of their common interests while they work to-
ward a shared goal. Come join in the fun this fall for 
our next pasty event. The dates have not been deter-
mined, but if you would like to participate, contact 
Paul Rajala at prajala@comcast.net or call or email 
the Finnish Center. 
 
Thanks to volunteers at the June 18 event: Dee 
Aebersold, Gene Belttari, Karen Call, Jon Call, Jerry 
Collins, Kendra Dinsdale, Karen Gasinski, Larry 
Gersky, Frank Gottberg, Helena Hatten, Jess Hatten, 
Kathryn Hill, Nancy Jacobs, Vickie Kimler, David 
Koskela, Katy Koskela, Gene Kramer, Mare Kramer, 
Luise Leppanen, Yvonne Lockwood, Neil Manley, 
Bob McAlpine, Jan Mills, Nancy Rajala, Sandy 
Reidenbaugh, David Sharpe, Susan Trescott, Sherrill 
Tedford, and John Welsh. 

 

mailto:prajala@comcast.net
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JAZZTOWN 
by Ben Makinen 

 
The FCA will present JazzTown, an award-winning documentary on September 25 at 2 pm.   
 
Ben Makinen, an independent awarad-winning filmmaker, producer, composer and recording artist is allowing 
his movie JazzTown to be shown at the FCA. He has won over 15 awards for this documentary including Best 
Director Documentary Feature at San Diego Awards, Best Picture Rome Movie Awards, and Critics Choice 
Award at World Carnival Singapore. Ben has been a Denver Jazz Drummer since the 1980’s. This movie is 
about Jazz in Denver. 
 
Ben is the grandson of Evert Makinen. Evert was a very active member of the Finnish Center for many years. 
He sang in the Finlanda Male Chorus among other groups. Evert was also Mary O’Brien’s very special uncle. 
 
When I first heard about this movie I thought about Uncle Evert and decided to email Ben. I asked him if he 
could write an article about the movie and his connection with Uncle Evert and the Finnish Center. That arti-
cle ran in April 2022 issue of this newsletter. Following that Ben graciously decided to show the movie at the 
FCA.  
 
Please come and enjoy what this young man has accomplished. 
 
There is no charge for this movie viewing however donations will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Mary O’Brien 
Social Committee 

 

Ben Makinen 
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FCA MEMBER BILL AND YVONNE LOCKWOOD HONORED 

The Finnish Center is excited to share that FCA members Dr. Yvonne and the late Dr. William Lockwood 
were awarded a 2022 Michigan Heritage Award by Michigan State University’s Michigan Traditional Arts 
Program.  They will be honored virtually at a future date by the Traditional Arts Program.  This Award is 
Michigan’s highest distinction to honor individuals and groups which have dedicated themselves to the teach-
ing, preservation, presentation, documentation, and growth of traditional art forms. 
 
Yvonne and Bill studied and documented the traditional cultures of communities and as well as that of indi-
viduals, They immersed themselves in those communities, not studying them from afar.  Both Yvonne and 
Bill taught at the University of Michigan.  Bill was a professor in the Anthropology Department, and Yvonne 
taught courses in folklore and worked with U of M’s Program in Workers’ Culture.   
 
Over the years they collaborated, working as a team as well as critiquing each other’s research.  They are es-
pecially recognized for their work on Michigan foodways and the traditional cultures of the Upper Peninsula.  
Bill’s special focus was on Balkan and Roma culture; Yvonne’s is on Finnish culture, with a specialty in rag 
rugs.  Yvonne continues to serve on the Board of FinnFest USA, as well as being the Chair of the FCA Cultur-
al Committee.           
 
In 2019, Yvonne acted as one of the advisors to the development of the interviews of six FCA member fami-
lies, which resulted in the “Finland’s Mid-20th Century Wars:  Immigrant Families Remember” video.  The 
video premiered at FinnFest USA’s 2019 festival in Metro Detroit. 
 
The above information describing the accomplishments of Bill and Yvonne Lockwood which led to their re-
ceiving a Michigan Heritage Award was compiled by Louise Hartung.  Permission to use the publications of 
these two organizations was granted by the leaders of FinnFest USA and the Michigan Traditional Arts Pro-
gram. 
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SUMMERTIME EXPERIENCES 
by David Sharpe 

 

It seems that everyone looks forward to summer.  
The season is filled with fun and many of us head 
“up north.”  There is much to be said about getting 
away from home for a time, breaking our usual rou-
tine, and discovering new scenes and experiences.  
We might not be aware of the opportunities that lie 
just around the corner in our haste to escape our 
usual pattern.  Have you ever visited the FCA after 
the sun has gone down?  A week ago Jeanette and I 
brought friends to the gardens.  The building was lit 
and looked beautiful. We walked across the bridge 
and sat admiring the view. Fireflies were in abun-
dance and the area seemed magical. An amazing 
experience for someone who usually sees the build-
ing and gardens only during the day.   
 

Another recent experience was a daytime drive west 
on Seven Mile Road to areas we had not visited for 
years.  New scenery appeared which we did not rec-
ognize. We noticed new homes being built, antique 
farmhouses, and horse farms. The winding road fi-
nally took us to a body of water which turned out to 
be Whitmore Lake.  Had we ever been there before?  
It is hard to say, but what a neat discovery. We con-
tinued to follow the road and ended up in South 
Lyon, much changed from when we had been there 
years before.  Here we decided to drive north, on to 
Kensington Metropark to spend some quiet time, 
just a little “up north.”  What a beautiful opportuni-
ty on a warm summer day, relaxing in a natural set-
ting so close to home.   
 

Oh, and as to Finlandia Gardens, there has been an 
unending, continual display of floral beauty each 
day since the middle of March.  You should stop by 
and see your gardens during this beautiful summer.  
The point of this article from your FCA Garden 
Guy is that there is much to be seen not too far from 
home if that is your wish. 

GET THE FCA NEWS EMAILED TO YOU 
 

The FCA News is printed and mailed out to hundreds 
of members each issue.  Perhaps you don’t know that 
Ed O’Brien, our chairman of publicity and publica-
tions, sends out an electronic issue to all those who 
have elected to be on the FCA email list. We suspect 
that there are likely many of our readers that would 
enjoy receiving the newsletter via email.  Please note 
that for those that do not have email we certainly do 
not wish to eliminate printed and mailed copies alto-
gether. 
 

There are three advantages of receiving only the elec-
tronic issue. First, you save the FCA the cost of print-
ing and mailing. Second, you receive the newsletter a 
few days sooner. But most importantly you will see 
the issue in vivid color.  (The gray scale printed is-
sue just does not show the photos, flags, and flyers 
with the same brilliance as the color.) 
 

If you would like to be included on the email list for 
the newsletter and other FCA happenings that may 
come up prior to the next issue of the FCA News, 
please contact us at finnishcenter@gmail.com. Let us 
know that you wish to be to have your postal address 
removed from the snail mail list for the newsletter 
and provide your email address. 
 

mailto:Finnishcenter@gmail.com


MEMOIRS - MY BIKE 
by David Sharpe 

 

Dad was reluctant to buy me a bike. I begged, plead-
ed, and cajoled until he finally gave in. I wanted a 
Schwinn.  Every comic book had a large advertise-
ment with a picture of the latest model.  It had a tank 
between the frame that contained an electric 
horn.  In front was a head lamp with  a large reflec-
tor at the rear.  It had mirrors and chrome fenders.  It 
had two-tone paint, stripes, whitewalls, and mud 
flaps with reflectors. 
 

One day Dad took me to a wholesale warehouse and 
we picked out an unassembled model of an unknown 
brand, a serious let down, but at least a bike.  We put 
it together and I headed out.  
 

The next day, having mastered pedaling at break-
neck speed, I decided to see how fast I could go.  As 
I careened down the gravel street toward our drive-
way, I lost control of the steering and plowed into a 
large fence post.  I was knocked out.  When I came 
to, I discovered that the fork which held the front 
wheel was bent and the bike could not be ridden. 
 

Needless to say my father showed little surprise and 
was undoubtedly sure that his decision to buy a 
cheap bike had been a good one. We eventually 
bought a new fork and installed it and I never was 
careless bike riding again. 
 

Bicycles were very popular with young people in 
those days as it provided a great way to get around 
before becoming old enough to drive a car. Every 
hardware and dime store offered accessories for bi-
cycles. Handle grip streamers that blew out in the 
wind when riding and handle bar horns that sounded 
your arrival when a rubber ball was squeezed were 
popular. Electric generators that were powered by 
the wheel of a bike provided a flickering headlight 
and sometimes tail lights as well. The piece de re-
sistance was a speed motor that mounted behind the 
seat that would contain the tools needed to make ad-
justments and a tire patch kit for repairing the inevi-
table flat tire. A tire pump could be mounted on a 
vertical bar behind the seat. 
 

We would attach cardboard strips or balloons to the 
fender supports so they would make contact with the 
spokes and sound like a motor when the wheels 
turned. Bikes were decorated with crepe paper and 
ridden in township Fourth of July parades. 

We don’t see as much bike riding nowadays, probably 
for many reasons. Parents are worried about their chil-
dren’s safety and there are more programmed activi-
ties making carefree bike riding more a thing of the 

past. 

 
 
 

THAT’S NOT MY JOB! 
 

This a story about four people named: 

Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody. 

There was an important job to be done 

and Everybody was sure that 

Somebody would do it. Anybody could have 

done it, but Nobody did it. Somebody 

got angry about that, because it was 

Everybody’s job. Everybody thought 

Anybody could do it, but Nobody 

realized that Everybody blamed 

Somebody when Nobody did what 

Anybody could have done. 
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FCA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR    ____ RENEWAL 
 
Date____________Phone:__________________email:_______________________ 
 
Applicant________________________________________________________ 
 
Applicant/Spouse_________________________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________________________________ 
 
City ______________________________State ____ Zip code _____________ 
 
Signature___________________________Are you of Finnish descent?______ 
 
  Annual membership, single, one vote  …………………….    $50.00 
  Annual membership, senior* or youth*, one vote  ………..     $25.00 
          *Senior, over 65 years, youth under 30 years of age 
  Annual membership, couple, two votes ……………….….    $100.00 
  Annual membership, family, one vote …………………….      $75.00 
  Life membership, one vote …………………………………  $500.00 
       Life membership, senior, one vote  (see membership for details) 
Amount enclosed ______________ 
Please make check payable  to FCA and send to Finnish Center Association,  
Membership, 35200 W. Eight Mile Road, Farmington Hills, MI 48335-5108 
Recommended by: ___________________    _________________________ 

PAGE 12 

FINNISH CENTER ASSOCIATION 

35200 W. Eight Mile Road 
Farmington Hills, MI 48335-5108 

Current Resident or 

Visit us on “Finnish Center and 
Hall” Facebook page and “like” 
us to get the latest updates! 

FCA Senior Living 
 

One and two bedroom rentals. 
Convenient, safe and affordable in  

highly desirable Farmington Hills, MI 
Contact us at: 

Tapiola Village  (248) 471-3802 
www.fcaseniorhousing.org 

THAYER-ROCK 
FUNERAL HOME 
33603 Grand River, 

Farmington, MI  
(248) 474-4131 

Paul N. Potti, Director 
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