
August 2017 

FCA News  

Finn ish  Center  Assoc ia t i on  

  FOR MEMBERS OF THE FINNISH CENTER ASSOCIATION  

                                               CALENDAR OF EVENT 

August 
    02  Rental 

   05  Rental 

  06  Rental 

  09  Wednesday FCA Board Meeting 6:30 pm 

  12  Saturday Craft Show 10 am - 4 pm 

  16  Rental 

  17  Rental 

     18  Rental 

    19  Rental 

   23  Rental 

   23  Wednesday Ice Cream Social 2 pm 

       (Replaces Monthly Luncheon) 

   27  No Open House in August 

  30  Rental 

September 
     01  Friday Finnish Center office closed 

     03  Sunday Finnish Movie 2 pm 

     04  Monday Finnish Center office closed 

     06  Rental 

     08  Rental 

 08  Pasty Prep 10 am 

 08  Friday Night Buffet 5 - 8 pm 

 09  Pasty Bake/Sale 8:30 am - 12:30 pm 

     09  Saturday Ice Cream Social 12 - 2 pm 

     10  Sunday Fritz Putkela Memorial 1 - 4 pm 

     13  Wednesday FCA Joint Board Meeting 6:30 pm 

     14  Rental 

     15  Rental 

 15  Friday Night Buffet 5 - 8 pm 

     16  Rental 

     17  Rental 

     20  Rental 

     22  Friday Flea Market 10 am - 4 pm 

     23  Saturday Flea Market 10 am - 3 pm 

     24  Sunday Open House 1 - 4 pm 

     27  Wednesday Monthly Luncheon 12 noon 

     30  Saturday Pulla Workshop 11 am - 2 pm 

  

Weekly Events 

 Finnish American Singers 

      Rehearsals resume in September 

 Library 

      Open Monday 10 am-2 pm 

 Nikkarin Talo 

      Mondays 9 am 

 Finlandia Garden Club 

      Mondays 9 am 

Monthly Events 

 Finnish Conversation 

       1st Friday of the month 10 am 

 Book Club 

       Last Monday of the month 1 pm 

 Luncheon 

        Last Wednesday of the month  

        12  noon 

  Open House 

       Last Sunday of the month 1-4 pm 

 

Reservations are recommended  

for all events. 
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35200 W. Eight Mile Road 

Farmington Hills, MI 

48335-5108 
Tel: (248) 478-6939 

Fax: (248) 478-5671 

finnishcenter@gmail.com 

www.finnishcenter.org 
 

Officers 
Mia Lamminen, Chairman 

Roger Wanttaja, Vice Chairman 

Robert Waissi, Secretary 

Marlene Ruuskanen, Treasurer 

Board of Trustees 

1 Year 

Olli Lamminen, Henrikki Pantsar, 

Marlene Russkanen 

2 Year 

Cynthia Haffey, Roger Wanttaja, 

Robert Waissi 

3 Year 
Mia Lamminen, James Lee, 

Mary OôBrien 

Alternates 

#1 Carol Tudball 
#2 Terry Ball 

#3 Wayne Walli 
 

Financial Review 

Fran Fadie, Eunice Gould, 

Sarah Wiideman 
 

Committee Chairpersons 

Building & Grounds 
Roger Wanttaja 

Cultural 

Yvonne Lockwood 

Education 
Katri Ervamaa 

Finance 

Olli Lamminen 

Gift Shop 
Mary OôBrien 

Mailing 

Alice Manley 

Membership 
Anu Pantsar 

Publicity & Publications 

Fran Fadie 

Social 

Mary OôBrien 

 
 

SENIOR CITIZEN HOUSING  

CORPORATION 

Cynthia Haffey, Chairman 
 

Tapiola Village 
Laura Fultz, Manager 

(248) 471-3802 

Tapiola@ameritech.net 
 

Freedom Square 

Theresa Show, Manager 
(248) 442-7250 

CHAIRMANôS CORNER 
 

Our first Strawberry Social in the middle of June was well received and was a 

nice celebration of the beginning of summer.  We hope to have more of these 

events in the future.  A couple of Ice Cream socials are also planned, please 

check the calendar for the dates.  The planning of the cultural activities are un-

der way for the rest of the year.   

 

Our Scandinavian Market is scheduled for November 11, 2017. Invitations 

have been sent to vendors and we hope for a big turnout as usual.  If you know 

of prospective vendors with Scandinavian flare, please contact me, and I will be 

happy to send an application. 

 

Some exciting news is we have found a Suomi Koulu teacher for the upcoming 

year! Her name is Michelle Schubert.  She is an American who has lived in 

Finland for three years as an exchange student and she speaks fluent Finnish.  

She has a lot of experience in many areas, with teaching being one of them. 

 

Another exciting cultural event coming up on Tuesday, October 3, 2017, at 7 

pm is a concert performed by a Finnish choir named Runebergskoren. I have 

spoken with the choir director and they are very excited to come perform for us.  

We look forward to this and many other cultural events this coming fall! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We all need to work together to ensure that FCA will be here for years to come.  

We are a volunteer organization and need to have everybody work together for 

the common good.  Today the workload faced by our volunteers is somewhat of 

a concern.  Many of us are doing full 40 hour workweeks or even more. We 

need volunteers for our gift shop, office and to chaperone events and help 

around the center. 
 

I wish you a very wonderful rest of the summer and hope to see you at the 

Finnish Center in the fall.  As always if you have any questions, do not hesitate 

to contact me on my cell at  (734) 834-6085. 

 

Mia Lamminen 

Chairman 

 

Runebergskoren Choir 
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GET WELL, THINKING OF YOU 
 

Sending get-well cards, thinking-of-you cards and 

words-of-encouragement cards to FCA members. 
 

Please notify me if you think someone might need 

warm and thoughtful wishes from the friends at 

the FCA. Send or call your card requests to the 

attention of the ñSunshine Ladyò at the FCA. 
 

Thank you,   

Eunice Potti Gould  

 

 
 

PULLA WORKSHOP 
 

The Cultural Committee is pleased to announce that 

Helvi Koivunen will be conducting a pulla workshop 

at the center on September 30, 11am-2 pm. A $10.00 

donation is requested. 
 

Come and learn special tips on turning out a perfect 

loaf. How many of us have produced pulla that pulls 

apart across the top when it bakes? What about pulla 

that is way too dry or comes out of the oven doughy? 

Thereôs a lot to learn about pulla, not only how to 

put it together, braiding, and proofing, but how to 

bake it to perfection. Helvi has been making pulla 

for many years and will share her skills and know-

how. 

Coffee with pulla will be available after the work-

shop.   

 

 

100 Things to Do  

In the Upper Peninsula 

Before You Die 
 

A new book by FCA member Kath Usitalo, who 

now lives in the U.P. Get your copy at the FCA 

gift shop. Also available at Amazon.com 

Finnish Center Gift Shop. 

 AUGUST IN THE GARDENS  
 

August and the heat and drought has made gardening 

very difficult this year. Who knew the drought this 

year would start in June? We are watering trying to 

keep the gardens going but using most of it in the 

vegetable gardens and on the annuals. 
 

Typically August is a slower month in the gardens 

for flowers before the September final fall push but 

something is always blooming and we are always 

busy. If you find yourself with some extra time on 

your hands, we can find something for people of all 

abilities to do. 
 

If you see cars near the woodshop on Monday morn-

ing, drop by and join us in our projects, to chat, or 

have a cup of coffee. 
 

If you have any questions or comments, or items to 

donate, please contact me at (734) 546-5190 or 

gaylegullen@hotmail.com 
 

Gayle Gullen 

Finlandia Garden Club President 

 
 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED 
 

This past June the Scholarship Committee award-

ed scholarships to: 

 

    Mitchell Hella (Packaging/Engineering) 

    Peter Lowrance (Computer Programming) 

    Ashley Niemi (Teaching/School Counselor) 

    Joel Pietila (Teacher/Administration) 

    Ian Sorensen (Computer Science) 

 

These scholarships were possible because of the 

generous donations of Finnish Center members, 

families, and friends. We appreciate and thank 

you for the donations we have received to assist us 

in providing deserving students with monetary 

assistance. Now, however, we are in desperate 

need of donations to continue our mission to help 

students further their education. 

 

When you give a memorial to the Finnish Center, 

please keep the students in mind and designate 

your donation for the Scholarship Committee. 

Your donations will be greatly appreciated. 

 

mailto:gaylegullen@hotmail.com
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FROM THE LIBRARY   
 

    We have added the following items to our library:  

ADAMS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS: OVER A CENTURY OF EXCELLENCE by Dr. Frank Rugani and 

Nancy M. Rugani. This is mostly about Fred and Cora Jeffers and their amazing success in the Adams 

Township School district, where Mr. Jeffers served for his entire career. Youôll find it in 371 Ru.  
 

MAGGIE WALZ AND THE EARLY FINNS ON DRUMMOND ISLAND by Beth Maki. In 1905 

Ms.Walz of Calumet led a group of Finns from the Copper Country to establish homesteads on Drummond 

Island. Dewey number 920 Ma. 
 

SUGAR ISLAND SAMPLER by Bernard Arbic. Sugar Island is in St. Maryôs River, south of the Soo 

locks. It belongs to Michigan. The author was born and grew up on the island. Dewey number 977.4 Ar.  
 

SOME COPPER COUNTRY NAMES AND PLACES by Clarence J. Monette. If you are from the Copper 

Country, you will surely find the name of your town or hamlet here. Dewey number 977.4 Mo. 
 

THE LEGACY OF THE FINNISH JAEGERS: THE FIGHT FOR INDEPENDENCE by The Jaeger Bat-

talion 27 Heritage Society. You can also read about the Jaegers in the December 2015 newsletter. Dewey 

number 947.1 Le.  
 

EERO SAARINEN: THE ARCHITECT WHO SAW THE FUTURE. This TV production was on public 

television a few months ago. DVD 720 Ee. 
 

FINN HILL: MEMORIES OF GROWING UP IN ELY, MN by William A. Saari, who led a typical Finn-

ish-American life. Fun reading. Itôs in biography, B Sa. 
 

  The following are all fiction, shelved in alphabetical order by author: 

A WINTER BOOK, SELECTED STORIES by Tove Jansson. These are stories for adults by the creator of 

the Moomin Books. 
 

IRON FINNS by Michael Resman. About Finnish-American miners in northern Minnesota who had to 

contend with Socialists in their midst. 
 

SONG OF SAMPO LAKE by William Durbin. About both the hardships and opportunities experienced by 

a Finnish American family in Minnesota in 1900.  
 

A BRIDE FOR ANNAôS PAPA by Isabel R. Marvin. Two Finnish immigrant children plot to find a wife 

for their widower dad in 1907 in Minnesota. 
 

THE YEAR OF THE HARE by Arto Paasilinna, translated from the Finnish Jªniksen vuosi. Funny, as this 

authorôs books always are. 
 

AN UNEXPECTED GUEST by Anne Korkeakivi. The author, born and raised in New York, who has 

lived in France and Finland, but currently lives in Switzerland, has written about a British diplomatôs wife 

in Paris. 

CRIMINAL ENTERPRISE by Owen Laukkanen, a Finnish - Canadian mystery writer. This is a page 

turner about an upright citizen turned bank robber.  

THE LONG WINTER ENDS by Newton G. Thomas. An immigrant miner from Cornwall, England finds 

work in the mines in the Upper Peninsula. Come and visit us. We guarantee youôll find something of inter-

est!    

Lillian Lehto 
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FINNISH FILM 
Sunday, September 3, 2:00 pm 

 

To the faithful who came to the center to see a film by Aki 

Kaurismaki in June only to learn that I had forgotten it at 

home, my sincere apologies. I have scheduled this film for 

September 3; mark your calendar. 
 

The Man Without a Past (2002) 

Mies vailla mennesisyyttª 

Director: Aki Kaurismaki 

Finnish with English subtitles 
 

Our next series of films will be those of director Aki Kauris-

maki. Along with Klaus Hªrº, Aki Kaurismaki is another of 

the directors credited with broadening the styles and genres in 

Finnish cinema. 

  

The film that first brought attention to Aki Kaurismaki in the 

U.S is Leningrad Cowboy. Rather than viewing this film, we 

will start with one from his Finland trilogy, Man Without a 

Past (2002), for which he was awarded the Grand Prix in 

Cannes and which has received the highest accolades possible 

from world famous film critics.  It also is the most widely dis-

tributed Finnish film of the last decade. 

The film follows a man who arrives in Helsinki and gets beaten up so severely he develops amnesia. Una-

ble to remember his name or anything from his past life and unable to get a job or an apartment, he starts 

living on the outskirts of the city and slowly starts putting his life together. 

  

This is a comedy-drama rated PG-13 (brutality, no sex, profanity limited). Aki Kaurismaki is an interest-

ing man, admired by some but not by all. The other films we will be seeing are Lights in the Dusk and Le 

Havre. All his films will be preceded by short introductions, to better understand the films and the direc-

tor. Afterwards, there will be time for discussion. 

 

Yvonne Lockwood 

CENTENARIAN 
 

   Sylvia Hakala turned 100 years old on May 14, 2017.  A 

   party was attended by numerous relatives and friends at 

   her church in Taylor, Michigan. 

 

 

Happy 100th Birthday Sylvia! 


