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LARGE CROWD CELEBRATES FI NLANDO®S 94TH

A program celebrating the 94  th anniversary of the independence of the Republic of Fin-
land was presented by the Finnish American Historical Society of Michigan (FAHSofMI)
on December 4, 2011, at the Finnish Cultural Center.

Warmly welcoming the crowd was Ms. Lois Makee, President, FAHS of MI. The guests

joined in singing the national anthems of both the United States and Finland, and were

accompanied by FinnFolk. Mr. Jerry Malstrom, Past President, FAHSofMI, gave an invo-

cati on. The annual, very interesting, OFi nl and
Centerds own Mr . Paul Potti, Honorary Finnish Cc

Finnish War Veterans were memorialized by Ms. Louise Hartung, Secretary, FAHSofMI.
She introduced Lotta Svard member Ms. Katri Pietila, who was applauded by the audi-
ence.

Ms. Barb Kilkka, Youth for Understanding Field Director, Oakland County, introduced
four Finnish Youth for Understanding exchange students. Each student gave a brief talk
about their current school, host family, and what they liked about Michigan.

The main speaker was Mr. Jim Kurtti, Director o
can Heritage Center (FAHC). Several of his other responsibilities include being Editor of

the Finnish American Reporter, representative to the Finnish Expatriate Parliament, and

organizer of FinnFestUSA 2013, which will take place at Finlandia University in Han-

cock. Mr. Kurtti showed many slides illustrating the activities that take place at the

Finnish American Heritage Center, and the varieties of artifacts collected there that rep-

resent Finnish and Finnish  -American heritage. A highlight of the afternoon was a

presentation to Mr. Kurtti for the FAHC by the family of FCA member Eleanor Manley of

a photo display showing her mot her and ol der s
1913 I talian Hall fire during the copper miner s¢

During the Afterglow, a tasty light supper was served, provided by FAHSofMI members.
People had an opportunity to talk more at length with Mr. Kurtti, and lively music by
FinnFolk had listeners tapping their feet. Proceeds from the event benefited the Finnish
Center Association. Stay tuned for upcoming programs to be presented by the Finnish
American Historical Society of Michigan.

Louise Hartung, FAHSofMI Secretary
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